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Abstract

Since the beginning of 2011 the world has witnessed popular uprisings against long-standing regimes in the
Middle East and North Africa. Indeed more political change occurred in the first three months of 2011 than the
previous 30 years. To date this has resulted in the toppling of Tunisia’s Ben Ali regime, a re-shuffling of the
Jordanian government, and the toppling of Egypt's Hosni Mubarak. At the time of writing, the regime of Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi is struggling to retain power in the face of a rebel insurgence backed by a UN enforced
no-fly zone. The regimes in Bahrain, Syria and Yemen continue to face daily protests. It is argued that the
Tunisian revolution of January 2011 was the catalyst for popular uprisings in Egypt, Yemen, Libya and elsewhere
in the region. A process of diffusing ideas about political change evolved into social movements for freedom and
democracy. Using diffusion theory and social movement theory, this chapter examines the impact of the Tunisian
revolution on the corresponding movements for freedom and democracy in Egypt, and subsequently, Egypt's
impact on Yemen, Bahrain, Libya, and Syria. Our research is based on analysis of social media including blogs,
Facebook, Twitter, and comments on mass media sources posted by online activists in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen,
Bahrain, Libya and Syria. In its examination of the lessons Egyptian online activists learnt from those in Tunisia
and subsequently taught to others in the region, this chapter will focus on the transmission of ideas concerning
freedom, democracy, Islamism, national unity, the use of non-violence, and the reactions of Western political
leaders. It argues that while a high level of identification between the social movements in the various countries
selected for analysis is present, the extent to which ideas are adopted and are successful depends on domestic as
well as broader geopolitical contexts.
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